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and the congealed magma that is within the line of sight creating an 
ultra-high-pressure, extremely hot plasma cloud.

This rapidly expanding cloud will exert a tremendous force in 
all directions. The force radiating upward will produce a powerful 
upwelling that will widen some of the fractures created by the initial 
shockwave into fi ssures. The hot gases will proceed to vent through 
these fi ssures, and in the process will blow away some of the crust, thus 
creating a progressively enlarging hole.

and the congealed magma that is within the line of sight creating an 
ultra-high-pressure, extremely hot plasma cloud.

This rapidly expanding cloud will exert a tremendous force in 



The Unsung Patriots 439

The pressure of the growing plasma cloud will push the magma 
back in all directions. Since the magma becomes more fl uid with depth 
because of the higher temperatures, the magma will exhibit a greater 
tendency to expand downward than to the sides.

But once the plasma cloud’s pressure has been suffi ciently reduced 
through venting, the magma will rebound. In the process of rushing 
upward it will gain kinetic energy. This kinetic energy combined with 
the still extremely high ambient pressure created by the weight of the 

The pressure of the growing plasma cloud will push the magma 



Tolman Farrah Geffs440

overburdened, will cause magma to explode through the newly opened 
gaping vent.

This process will cause additional rock that had been fractured to 
break free and be ejected, resulting in rapid erosion that causes an ever 
larger hole and increased magma flow. If water is present, the magma 
will be quenched into pumice and ash, which may rise to a height of 45 
km (28 miles). As was the case following the Iceland eruption of April 
14, 2010, the ash cloud will stop downwind motorized travel in the 
vicinity—both on land and in the air.

How could such an event be executed without being discovered?  
Unfortunately, there is no need to hide it. Numerous geothermal power 
generation plants are currently in operation and many more are under 
construction or in the planning stage. Geothermal power is being 
strongly promoted by the government since it is “green energy.” Our 
adversary could fund a front corporation which would lease or purchase 
land for the building of geothermal plants. An engineering firm would 
be contracted to design a “flash”-type power plant which operates by 
injecting water into a chamber drilled into hot rock at great depth and 
then recapturing the resultant high-pressure steam to drive power gen-
eration turbines. By necessity this operation will require drilling several 
large shafts to great depth in areas where the earth’s crust is thin.

During construction, four holes three to four feet in diameter will be 
sunk to a depth at which the rock is approaching a plasticity that would 
inhibit further drilling. The central hole will be cased with high-tensile 
strength, high-temperature casing. The surrounding three holes will be 
cased with ordinary mild steel casings. The four shafts will share a com-
mon chamber at the base. The total depth of the wells will be approxi-
mately 2/3 of the distance from the surface to the top of the magma 
chamber, a distance of approximately one and a half to two miles.

The central tube will be used as a missile launcher, but unlike our 
IRBMs and ICBMs of the early 1960s, this missile will not be going 
up—it will be fired downward. It will have a long tapered nose cone 
of tungsten carbide or equivalent material which will be cryogenically 
cooled. The goal will be to penetrate to the juncture of the crust and the 
magma chamber. 



The Unsung Patriots 441

But is penetration of the Earth’s crust possible? Around 65 million 
years ago an asteroid impacted in shallow water north of the Yucatan 
Peninsula and penetrated the earth’s crust. The consequence was a mas-
sive volcanic explosion that is credited by some for the extinction of the 
dinosaurs. This event was proof that an object with a sufficiently high 
ratio of kinetic energy to cross-sectional area can penetrate the earth’s 
crust and thus release magma.

In the missile industry, minimizing weight has always been a prime 
objective. In this instance, however, it will be desirable to maximize 
weight while minimizing cross-sectional area. Kinetic energy is the 
product of mass times velocity squared divided by two. Consequently, 
it will be desirable for the penetration rockets to be long, thin, heavy, 
and achieve high-velocity. 

The rocket motor will have internal fins which will cause the rocket 
to rotate at a high rate. This will keep the rocket from wandering during 
penetration of the semi-plastic rock. The function of the three surround-
ing shafts will be to serve as vents so that the missile will not be signifi-
cantly slowed by back pressure as it accelerates down the launch tube. A 
velocity of mach two or greater will probably be desirable prior to pen-
etration and the motor will continue to burn throughout penetration.

The next challenge will be to detonate the nuclear device at the lower 
edge of the crust, but before entering the magma chamber. A timer can-
not be used to detonate the nuclear device because there is no way of 
determining in advance the rate at which the rocket will penetrate the 
progressively more plastic rock.

To trigger the detonation, technology from the early ballistic missiles 
will be called back into service. Those weapons used an inertial guid-
ance system. Accelerometer readings will be continuously integrated 
over time by an onboard computer, thus yielding a continuous update 
of the distance traveled. When the predetermined depth is reached the 
computer will send the detonation signal.

The more powerful the nuclear device, the greater the hole created 
and the volume of magma ejected. It would seem desirable to create vol-
canoes approaching VEI-7. At the Geysers north of San Francisco, deto-
nation should occur while the wind is blowing due south. Additionally, 
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the presence of water to quench the magma into pumice would be highly 
desirable. San Francisco, the Silicon Valley, and San Jose would be bur-
ied in pumice and ash as Pompeii and Herculaneum had been buried by 
Mount Vesuvius in 79 A.D.  If the southerly wind persisted long enough, 
the pumice could also inundate Southern California.

When the wind shifted from the north back to the west, Stockton and 
then Sacramento would also be inundated (which might finally rein in 
California’s free spending legislature).

The addition of a third site in Hot Springs, Arkansas could result in 
inundating the eastern portion of the United States from Washington DC 
to Florida. Our emergency systems would be hopelessly overwhelmed 
and the death toll would be beyond projection.

Execution of all five man-made acts of God simultaneously would 
truly paralyze the United States and would render large areas uninhab-
itable for an extended period of time. Our adversary may believe that 
this would then grant them carte blanche to openly use nuclear weapons 
against Israel, and whomever else they might wish to destroy, without 
fear of retaliation from the United States. As was stated earlier, what 
they believe, not reality, will be the deciding factor.

This leaves the crucial question of how Iran can acquire high-yield 
fusion devices or the technology for their construction. In this consider-
ation, the following facts are pertinent:

1. A great deal of design information regarding fusion devices is 
openly available and much of it can be accessed via the web.

2. Hundreds, if not thousands, of Russian physicists and engineers 
who worked on fusion devices are now unemployed. Would none of 
these people be willing to provide the needed data in exchange for a 
fortune in a numbered Swiss bank account? Recall that Stalin was build-
ing V-2 rockets within a year of Germany’s surrender even though the 
United States had gotten all of the design drawings and the key scientist. 
Factory workers we had left behind recreated the design drawings.

3. Iran is preparing to start a heavy water reactor. Has a major 
nuclear power sold Iran deuterium oxide which is a highly controlled 
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substance? Would that same source also provide design information on 
fusion weapons?

4. To avoid placing too much power in the hands of the Russian mili-
tary, the production and storage of nuclear weapons in Russia is con-
trolled by the KGB.

5. Vladimir Putin, the self-appointed prime minister of Russia, is the 
former head of the KGB. He is attempting to resurrect the Soviet Union 
and reassert power over all of Eastern Europe. To succeed, he must return 
Russia to superpower status, but standing in his way is the military and 
economic might of the United States.  

6. Russia has a long history of political indifference to human life. Sta-
lin killed far more Russian citizens in the process of maintaining his iron-
fisted control than perished during World War II. 

It would be foolish to second-guess the possibility of Putin aiding  
Iran, but it is realistic to assume that his actions, like Stalin’s, will be in 
accordance with his perceived self-interests.

As expressed elsewhere, China also has a strong vested interest in seeing 
the world leadership position of the United States reduced significantly.  
It is already providing material aid to Iran in its nuclear power program, 
and the obvious underlying goal of which is a large nuclear arsenal.

As was the case following 9-11-01, fundamentalist Christians will loudly 
proclaim these events, should they occur, to have been the vengeful 
actions of an infuriated God. The flames and steam shooting from the 
ground simultaneous with earthquakes and tsunamis will be their proof 
positive. That it was an act of war can never be proven to those who 
choose to believe otherwise. The following is a portion of the exchange 
between Jerry Falwell and Pat Robertson during the televised broadcast 
of the 700 Club on 9-12-01 (the day after the attack): 

Falwell: What we saw on Tuesday [September 11], as terrible as 
it is, could be miniscule if, in fact—if, in fact—God continues 
to lift the curtain and allow the enemies of America to give us 
probably what we deserve.
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Robertson: Jerry, that’s my feeling. I think we’ve just seen the 
antechamber to terror. We haven’t even begun to see what they 
can do to the major population.

Falwell: The ACLU’s got to take a lot of blame for this.
Robertson: Well, yes.
Falwell: And, I know that I’ll hear from them for this. But, 

throwing God out successfully with the help of the federal 
court system, throwing God out of the public square, out of the 
schools. The abortionists have got to bear some burden for this 
because God will not be mocked. And when we destroy 40 mil-
lion little innocent babies, we make God mad. I really believe 
that the pagans, and the abortionists, and the feminists, and the 
gays and the lesbians who are actively trying to make that an 
alternative lifestyle, the ACLU, People for the American Way—
all of them who have tried to secularize America—I point the 
finger in their face and say, You helped this happen.

Robertson: Well, I totally concur . . . .

Regrettably, such proclamations by fundamentalist Christians reduce 
the perpetrators of these tragic events—past and future—to the status 
of mindless marionettes, mere foils wielded by the hand of an infuriated 
God/Allah. The statements “to give us probably what we deserve” and 
“we’ve just seen the antechamber to terror” imply that the Almighty 
has punished us for disobeying his commandments, as interpreted by 
Messrs. Falwell, Robertson, et al., and that he will continue to punish 
us! Unwittingly, they are constructing alibis in advance for the Islamic 
extremists by insisting that the Almighty is the responsible party and 
that we have brought this upon ourselves. Our adversaries are surely 
aware of the contents of this broadcast and similar proclamations and 
may convince themselves that they can get away with such an attack. 
Human beings have an amazing ability to believe what they want to 
believe, and what our adversaries believe is the controlling factor.

A human flaw contributing to this hazard is that, as rational beings, we 
anticipate rational thought and behavior on the part of others. But was 
it rational of Tojo, Japan’s war minister and prime minister, to believe 
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that there would be no reprisal to the December 7, 1941, raid? That the 
remaining U.S. Pacific Fleet would meekly stay in its home waters, thus 
granting Japan a free hand in the Pacific? 

Was it rational for Hitler to declare war on the USA on December 11, 
1941? Hitler had requested that his ally Japan attack Russia to create 
a second front coincidental with Barbarossa, Germany’s June 22, 1941, 
invasion of Russia. Japan did not comply and maintained diplomatic 
relations with Russia throughout the war.  Japan had its own plan; the 
Pearl Harbor attack came as a total surprise to Hitler.

Hitler had been upstaged, something that his ego could not tolerate, 
so he declared war on the United States and then dismissed us as an 
adversary, stating that “the Americans have no stomach for war.” Con-
sidering that we were already at war with Japan, Congress would never 
have approved our entry into “Europe’s war.”  But once Hitler brought 
us into the war, the defeat of Germany was given the highest priority. He 
single-handedly unleashed the full might of the world’s most powerful 
industrialized nation upon Germany and its allies. 

So, is it really different this time? No. We can never rely upon ratio-
nality on the part of adversaries to protect us.

Tragically, we also possess an Achilles heel arising from a near uni-
versal flaw in the American psyche: Having lived in relative safety—our 
wars have been fought elsewhere—we refuse to take threats seriously 
until after they have occurred. Consequently, we remain at great risk of 
being blindsided yet again. 

Seven years prior to September 11, 2001, Tom Clancy published a 
book entitled Debt of Honor in which a jumbo jet was used as a flying 
bomb. Because of the target, it should have gotten our government’s 
attention, but it didn’t. September 11th occurred because no one was 
paying attention even though the warning signs were abundant. 

Pearl Harbor was an egregious example of ignored warnings. Presi-
dent Roosevelt stopped our sale of oil, scrap metal, and iron ore to Japan; 
this accounted for 80% of their supply. Prince Konoga wanted to make 
concessions to the USA. On October 17, 1941, the prince was replaced 
as prime minister with none other than Tojo, the war minister. The mili-
tary was then in complete control of the government, Emperor Hirohito 
was under palace arrest, and we knew it. All that then stood in the way 
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of Japan completing its conquest of Southeast Asia, and thus gaining 
its wealth of desperately needed mineral resources, was the U.S. Pacific 
Fleet. But since Japan might lose in a head-to-head battle, its only feasible 
possibility of success was a surprise attack while the U.S. Pacific Fleet was 
at anchor. And that could occur only at its home port—Pearl Harbor. 

Furthermore, for the prior 14 years, the final exam at the Japanese 
Military Aeronautical Academy had been to plan an aerial attack on the 
U.S. Naval Base at Pearl Harbor! Every army and navy pilot during that 
period planned such an attack, but when it occurred it was a total sur-
prise to us! Why? Because our top brass had simply dismissed Japan, out 
of hand, as a possible adversary. There were numerous other warning 
signs; they, too, were not shared with the commanding officers stationed 
in Hawaii. Pearl Harbor was not even put on alert.

So far I have run into a similar “not invented here” response from mem-
bers of the geological community. Are we again tragically ignoring threats 
simply because they have yet to occur? 

In 1949, George Orwell’s book 1984 swept the world. (It is still in 
print.) In it he predicted artificial earthquakes and tidal waves as weap-
ons of war. Eight years later, although Orwell and the public didn’t know 
it, the introduction of the eight-inch diameter W-33 atomic bomb trans-
formed his prophesy from fanciful speculation to tragic reality. Today, 
atomic devices of even smaller diameter exist.

Please understand that I am not asking that my hypotheses be 
accepted as fact. What I am seeking is the independent, unbiased analy-
sis and computer simulation of these threats. The Lawrence Livermore, 
Los Alamos, and/or Sandia National laboratories, and DARPA (the 
Defense Advance Research Projects Agency), with assistance from the 
U.S. Geological Survey, are the organizations best staffed and equipped 
to perform these tasks. Pressure from an enlightened public may, unfor-
tunately, be required to move the necessary analysis and simulations 
forward. If these threats are validated, inexpensive protective measures 
must be adopted and our adversaries must be dissuaded. Meanwhile, we 
remain a nation of sitting ducks.



FROM GILT-EDGED TO GELDED
Emasculated by Massive Debt Accumulation and the 

Abandonment of Energy Independence

The crucial factor in World Wars I and II was the capa-
bility of the United States to create, field, and support a highly mecha-
nized, superior military presence. This required money and petroleum. 
Fortunately, prior to those wars, the United States was both a credi-
tor nation and a major exporter of petroleum. Japan was purchasing 
80% of its oil from the United States. A full-blown conventional war, 
however, is extraordinarily energy intensive. Consequently, in spite of 
our significant prewar petroleum excess, World War II necessitated the 
domestic rationing of gasoline.

Starting from a position of great strength, we have relentlessly over- 
spent our way to the depths of being the world’s most abysmal debtor 
nation, with a national debt of $11.7 trillion as of August 20, 2009—
and growing rapidly. Additionally, we have needlessly abandoned our 
energy independence and become a major importer of petroleum due 
to our misguided curtailment of domestic production and refining, and 
the effective halt we have placed on nuclear power plant construction. 
The resultant importation of oil is contributing to our national debt 
to the tune of about $700 billion per year, and this figure will become 
much greater if the proposed cap-and-trade legislation is enacted.

Tragically, we no longer possess the petroleum resources to conduct 
a major conventional war. Furthermore, the petroleum we are receiv-
ing from the Middle East, Venezuela, Nicaragua, and Mexico can be 

Chapter

59
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terminated without warning, thus precipitously diminishing our capa-
bilities. Additionally, Mexico’s oil production is declining rapidly.

On top of all this, a significant portion of the narcotics flooding the 
United States are controlled by Nicaraguan cartels and enter via Mexico. 
Since both nations are major sources of imported oil, our actions to stem 
drug flow are impeded. 

To believe that we will be spared further war is unrealistic. For the past 
90 years, the United States has been the primary global peacekeeper and 
guardian of freedom; however, the religious conflict in the Middle East 
has been going on for 1,300 years, and the fervor for apocalyptic war is 
very much on the upswing—but this time it probably will become nuclear. 

Although the Sunnis and Shiites are both Muslims, they are murder-
ously intolerant of one another. Many of the rich and powerful of our 
purported ally, Saudi Arabia, are devotees to Wahhabism—an even more 
extreme Islamic sect. Although it is intolerant of the Sunnis and Shiites, the 
Saudis are major funders of the terrorist organizations of those two sects. 

That Iran and the Arab states can be sweet-talked into abandoning 
their nuclear ambitions and accepting the sovereignty of Israel is delu-
sional regardless of what is promised by whom. This is a reality which 
we must accept.

In the highly probable event of a major conventional war in the not 
distant future, the fuel consumption of our military will increase expo-
nentially as our transport ships, navy, aircraft, and mechanized equipment 
transition from reserve to active status. This will quickly burn through our 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, leaving us with only two options:

1. Capitulate, or

2. Resort to our nuclear arsenal to achieve a quick victory—a vic-
tory that would leave the world even more divided.

Do we really want either of these options as our nation’s legacy?
In dire situations, most people will accept reality, but our memo-

ries are short. All too soon, truths learned the hard way are displaced 
by utopian wishes and pipe-dream promises that cannot possibly be 
kept. Tragically, each generation insists upon relearning this lesson. 
The most dangerous phrase is, “It’s different this time.”
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Following World War I, we and the other democracies put our faith 
in the League of Nations and disarmed while the totalitarian states 
armed. The consequence was the far more devastating Second World 
War. We are again unwisely treading that path, and have abandoned a 
promised Western European based ballistic missile shield.

Presently we are repudiating a key tenet of democracy: It is our 
military strength and the will to use it that has kept us free. Weakening 
oneself, so as to not be perceived as a threat by potential enemies, has 
never brought safety to any person or nation.

The struggle between democratic self-rule and totalitarianism is far 
from over; the majority of countries in the United Nations are totali-
tarian and their count is growing. The Middle Eastern nations, other 
than Israel, are a mix of oligarchic kingdoms, totalitarian theocracies, 
and one-party dictatorships.

Regime changes that free the populace of these nations to govern 
themselves may be the only way to avoid a nuclear conflict in the Mid-
dle East. Fortunately, there is a way that this can be achieved without 
firing a single shot. Many of these totalitarian regimes are funded pri-
marily with petro- and narco-dollars—and we are major purchasers of 
both commodities. 

Who is funding global terrorism? 
Surprise—we are!
We have driven oil prices sky-high and increased our debt by purchas-

ing foreign oil. Hugo Chávez has used his petro-dollars to destabilize 
Nicaragua, Bolivia, and Ecuador, and he has attempted to do the same 
in Honduras—an action that the U.S. government diplomatically sup-
ported! In the Middle East our petro-dollars have been funneled to Al-
Qaeda, the Taliban, Hamas, and Hezbollah in the guise of donations 
from wealthy individuals—many of whom are Saudis. Donations have 
also come from U.S.-based Islamic charities.

Although Iran is on the cusp of making the military quantum leap of 
becoming a nuclear power, it has seriously overextended itself financially 
and is vulnerable. Its currency, the rial, is projected to lose 15% of its 
value in 2010. The affluent of Iran are moving their funds out of the 
country and into other currencies. Iran is teetering on the edge of anar-
chy—and we can provide the nudge.



Tolman Farrah Geffs450

The 2.4 million barrels of oil Iran exports each day is the source of 
the foreign exchange that is funding its nuclear ambitions. To sustain its 
weapons program, it needs oil to be at $70 or higher per barrel. Should 
the United States announce a reversal of our energy policy and back it 
up with positive steps toward implementation, the price of crude oil 
would be halved. This would tip Iran over the edge, resulting in a regime 
change and the end of their nuclear weapons program.

This is not idle conjecture. Each time steps were taken to develop the 
tar sands and oil-bearing shale of Canada and the United States, OPEC 
dropped prices to levels below those at which these sources would be 
economically viable. There is no reason to believe that this would not 
again be the response to preparatory steps for our developing substantial 
new petroleum production.

In light of this, our highest national priority should be the restoration 
of energy independence. Only a minuscule fraction of this can be achieved 
with windmills, solar panels, and expensive biofuels that have greatly 
increased food costs and don’t reduce total pollution anyway. Perhaps 
someday there will be a breakthrough in pollution-free energy—other 
than nuclear, which our government is currently rejecting. That goal, 
however, may remain just over the horizon for decades—if not centuries. 
The key to our security is to develop significant excess petroleum capac-
ity that can be selectively sold to true democracies at substantially lower 
prices than those set by OPEC. Since the OPEC nations cannot eat their 
oil, they will have no choice but to reduce prices. We can ratchet down 
prices until many of the totalitarian states collapse because petroleum is 
the major component of their economies—but not of ours.

Fortunately, we possess sufficient untapped reserves of oil, natural 
gas, uranium ore, and coal to make our nation energy independent 
for centuries without increasing our own pollution levels—but we are 
ignoring them. 

Per international treaty, the North Cuban Basin between Key West 
and Cuba should have been split down the middle. But in 1977 President 
Carter granted the entire field to Cuba, which has leased drilling rights 
to China, India, and Russia. Oil that is rightfully ours will go to them. 
Let’s not repeat that mistake.
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Recently, a field containing at least 83 billion barrels of oil and 1.6 tril-
lion cubic feet of natural gas was discovered in the Chukchi Sea between 
Alaska and Russia. If we don’t develop it, the Russians will. This field and 
the presently off-limits fields in the Arctic wilderness, the lower forty-eight 
states, and off our coasts is the key to our near-term energy independence. 
Nuclear power generation should also be expanded as quickly as is feasible.

Energy independence and the sale of refined petroleum products 
would greatly enrich the U.S. Treasury; lower the production costs of 
our industries and agriculture, thus stimulating domestic and export 
sales. Concurrently, it would profoundly benefit our citizens through 
lower fuel, food, and product prices. Halving their petro-dollars would 
cause Iran’s ruling theocracy, and the dictatorships of Venezuela, Saudi 
Arabia, Russia, and others, to wither and collapse, thus giving democ-
racy a chance to reemerge and spread.

The ongoing protests in Iran—which the United States has failed to 
support—make it clear that its populace is ready for democracy and 
wants an end to dictatorial subjugation by their theocracy. In our hemi-
sphere, the struggle of the Honduran populace and its Supreme Court 
against a totalitarian power grab has sent the same message—which our 
government also ignored. 

Cheap oil is the quickest, least costly, surest, and only nonviolent way 
to effect the desired regime changes.

But wouldn’t this be environmentally unsound? NO! We would simply 
be switching the energy source from them to us—and trillions of dollars 
from their pockets to ours. 

The unspoken counterargument of the environmentalists is that 
increased availability would lead to greater consumption. Consequently, 
the current government policy is to curtail energy production. Their goal 
with cap-and-trade is to increase tax revenues while forcing the phase-
out of coal—which accounts for 53% of our electric power generation. 
Our government has strangled oil production and refining through ever 
more stringent environmental rules. Also, after a decade-long battle, 
Congress has killed the funding needed to open the nuclear waste stor-
age facility at Yucca Mountain in Nevada. 
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Theoretically, the crushing increase in fuel prices will force us to 
diminish energy consumption and thus save the planet—which for the 
past decade appears to have actually been cooling. 

What the current policies will achieve, however, is to make us ever 
more dependent on foreign oil and force us into bankruptcy! Don’t be 
bamboozled. As H. L. Mencken observed, “The urge to save humanity 
is always a false front for the urge to rule it.” What is being foisted 
upon us as essential environmental salvation is actually national sui-
cide. Everyone line up; the cyanide-laced Kool-Aid is on Uncle Sam!

Unfortunately, oil fields cannot be brought into production overnight, 
nor will pipelines and refineries magically spring into being upon com-
mand. Energy self-sufficiency may take a decade to achieve; however, the 
current environmental rules are rapidly taking us further from that goal. 
So which will it be? Do we undertake a crash program of oil field and 
natural gas development and pipeline, refinery, and nuclear power plant 
construction? Or do we invite the real and growing risk of a war within 
a decade in which either our adversary uses nuclear weapons or we are 
forced to because that is our sole remaining option?

We all agree that the environment should be protected, and we have 
made giant strides in that direction over the past half century, but pres-
ently we have mistakenly adopted the beautician’s approach and are 
focusing upon minor blemishes. What is desperately needed is the trauma 
surgeon’s approach. Trauma surgeons are not distracted by minor con-
tusions, instead they focus on arterial bleeding because that is what will 
kill the patient.

And the world is currently suffering severe arterial bleeding in China 
and India and, to a lesser extent, in Mexico. All three countries have 
thick smog layers over their industrialized areas. China burns 2,500 tons 
(5 million pounds) of coal and 210,000 gallons of crude oil per minute 
and its consumption is increasing at an 11% per annum rate. It has sur-
passed the United States as the world’s greatest polluter and has plans 
for an additional 2,200 coal-fired power plants by the year 2030.

Additionally, China suffers numerous coal mine fires, but unlike 
the USA, they simply abandon the mines and leave the fires to burn 
themselves out. Regardless of how draconian the rules we impose 
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domestically, the environment of our West Coast is going to worsen due 
to the particulate pollution—not CO2—that is already blowing in from 
across the Pacific. 

With regard to CO2, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson has acknowl-
edged that “unilateral limits on carbon dioxide emissions will not impact 
CO2 levels unless China and India adopt similar standards.”

What is not mentioned in our blind drive to drastically reduce CO2 

levels is that CO2 is essential to life. We humans and all other animals 
consume oxygen. But where does the oxygen come from? It comes from 
vegetation and ocean-borne plant life that absorb CO2 and emit oxygen. 
Without CO2, oxygen would no longer be generated, which would even-
tually terminate all human or animal life.

We must also face the reality that we do not live in an isolated, sealed 
environment that is under our exclusive control. To improve our envi-
ronment, we must stop our futile jaw-boning about CO2, and exert real 
pressure on the current sources of unchecked pollution.   

China has imposed no social or environmental barriers upon its thriv-
ing industries (the polar opposite of our current policies) and is aggres-
sively purchasing foreign oil and coal companies to meet its ever-growing 
energy needs which now surpass our own. Self-sacrifices, such as we 
are imposing, are commended as humanitarian, but it is power that is 
respected. Our present policies are placing us squarely in harm’s way. 

China, India, and Mexico are no longer poor nations, yet they are 
exempted from the restraints imposed by the Kyoto treaty. The time 
has come for the world to demand that they moderate their polluting 
and, if need be, back those demands with import tariffs. The funds col-
lected would go into a trust fund from which those nations would be 
reimbursed for provable and reasonable environmental cleanup expen-
ditures. If they balk, raise the tariffs. They are more dependent on our 
markets than we are on their products.

Oh, if only we could—but we can’t! Why can’t we? Because China is 
our largest creditor; it presently holds approximately $1.5 trillion of our 
bonds, and we are going to need a market to absorb trillions more to 
cover the huge deficits that we are piling on. Contrary to our being in 
the position to pressure them, they have expressed deep concern over our 
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ballooning deficits, which will have increased by $4 trillion by the end of 
the current administration’s third year! We have our hat in our hands—
not a club— and are, and will continue to be, treated as beggars.

 To survive against unencumbered competitors, our major companies 
have been forced to move much of their production to low-labor-rate 
countries. Seventy percent of the workforce of IBM, that quintessential 
American success story, is now overseas. We must level the playing field, 
and that can be achieved only from a position of strength.

Should we continue on our current path, inflation will severely devalue 
the dollar, in which event China would be foolish not to dump its hold-
ings of our debt. That would cause the dollar to collapse and trigger a 
run on our treasury. As we have witnessed, several institutions were not 
too large to fail—and neither are the dollar and the U.S. Treasury.

To bolster our rapidly slipping leadership position in the world, we 
must eliminate our dependency upon both foreign oil and funding, stop 
apologizing, again make ourselves the BIG DOG, aggressively use our 
strength to level the playing field, reduce total pollution, not just CO2, 
and proactively foster the global growth of democracy—which is pres-
ently waning. 

THE ROAD TO REDEMPTION
Fortunately there is a way out of our current dilemmas, and merely initi-
ating it will have a profound impact. We must reverse course and return 
the United States to being an energy-independent, creditor nation, and a 
petroleum exporter with the clout to impact global oil prices. Until we 
do, we will not be in a position to put meaningful pressure on the current 
great polluters. This will drive the environmentalists absolutely ballistic, 
but it will lead to lower total global pollution. As Winston Churchill 
observed, “No folly is more costly than the folly of intolerant idealism.”

WAKE UP! History has shown repeatedly that victory is achieved by 
striking an enemy at its point of greatest vulnerability. Iran’s pursuit of 
nuclear weapons plus Venezuela, Saudi Arabia, and Russia’s (Putin’s) 
geo-political ambitions are all being financed by high oil prices. Halve 
oil prices and those regimes will collapse.
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Tragically, we have saddled our children and subsequent generations 
with a legacy of debt which, should we remain on the current path, will 
bankrupt the United States in just a few years. Fortunately there is a 
proven solution that has worked for us previously. 

Our nation exited World War II with a mountainous debt. That 
dragon was slain by drastically reducing federal expenditures, lower-
ing taxes, and allowing free enterprise to create the millions of jobs 
needed to employ our returning servicemen and women. Had the gov-
ernment followed the Depression-era policy of hiring the unemployed 
and then creating meaningless, busy work, bureaucratic jobs to occupy 
them (the approach that many in Congress favored) our nation would 
have plunged back into the Great Depression. If you doubt that conse-
quence, look at Greece’s current situation and consider that a quarter of 
its workforce is employed by the government.

The United States became the strongest and wealthiest nation in history 
through personal initiative nurtured by an environment of unfettered free 
enterprise. It was self-reliance combined with access to limitless oppor-
tunities that built this nation—not the omnipresent intrusion of govern-
ment regulations and bureaucrats. I wish to propose the following actions 
which I believe will place our nation back on the road to fiscal health:

1. Numerous states have passed right-to-work laws, and their subse-
quent relative economic success has been profound. I propose granting 
the American public the privilege of voting upon a constitutional amend-
ment to establish a national right-to-work privilege. It is counter to our 
heritage that American citizens should be barred from any employment 
for which they are qualified! Besides, has the closed union shop been in 
violation of the constitution for all these years?

President Roosevelt was a great champion of the union movement, as 
is President Obama, yet Roosevelt personally blocked unionization by 
the federal employees—which should tell us something. 

Would passage of such an amendment outlaw unions? Absolutely 
not; anyone wishing to join a union would still have that privilege. What 
it would do is remove the requirement of union membership, and thus 
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permission for the involuntarily deduction of dues from one’s paycheck, 
as a prerequisite of employment for any job. 

What would be terminated is the stranglehold the unions currently 
possess over government employment and the teaching profession. Gov-
ernment salaries and benefits would be brought back into line with those 
of the public sector, the government payroll would be drastically reduced, 
and parents would again be granted a meaningful voice in the education 
of their children. K-12 education is conducted locally and thus must be 
returned to local control. The one-size-fits-none bureaucratic approach 
has proven to be a colossal failure. We are currently paying far more and 
getting an unacceptable product.

2. Cut taxes across the board and simplify our thousands of pages of 
tax codes by eliminating all of the special interests provisions. Money 
is the mother’s milk of politics and tax breaks are a major commodity 
traded by politicians for campaign contributions. We must adopt a no 
exceptions tax code that is so simple that the public will understand it 
and thus approve of it. When Presidents Kennedy and Reagan reduced 
the tax rates, tax revenues increased. Conversely, increasing tax rates has 
consistently reduced tax revenues long term.

3. Place a constitutional amendment on the ballot that would pro-
hibit Congress from passing laws granting it and/or federal employees 
benefits denied to the citizenry. And conversely, prohibit the placing of 
burdensome laws upon the citizenry while exempting Congress and/
or government employees. This would in essence, be a constitutional 
amendment mandating that we all play by the same rules.

4. Rapidly phase out all government agencies that compete with, or 
have displaced, public sector businesses, shut down those agencies that 
no longer, or never have, performed a useful function, plus trim the bloat 
from the remaining agencies.

Begin by shuttering Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, and disposing of 
their portfolios in an orderly manner. This will necessitate absorbing 
hundreds of billions of dollars in currently unacknowledged bad loans, 
but will put a halt to the continuing accumulation of more bad loans. It 
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will also terminate Fannie and Freddie’s more than generous campaign 
contributions to the politicians who are supposed to oversee them.

5. Repeal the Community Reinvestment Act and permit the banks, 
credit unions, and private lending organizations to once again do their 
job based upon the merits of the loan applications. If we do, the foreclo-
sure rate on subsequent loans will plummet.

Also dismantle HUD (the Dept. of Housing and Urban Development) 
and repeal the 1992 Financial Safety and Soundness Act. As Russia has 
tragically demonstrated, government planning is highly inefficient and 
will always be beaten by a free market system. 

6. Replace the Federal Deposit Insurance Corp (FDIC) with a law 
mandating that institutions accepting deposits (banks, savings and 
loans, and credit unions) purchase insurance to a prescribed minimum 
level to protect the assets of their depositors. The insurance examiners 
will quickly weed out the bad apples. The savings and loan crisis of the 
mid-1980s probably would not have occurred had this been the law. 

Pass a companion law requiring the brokerage industry to purchase 
insurance coverage as a replacement to the Securities Investor Protection 
Corporation (SIPC). Once again, the insurance examiners will weed out 
the bad apples.

7. Rescind socialized medicine, which is opposed by an overwhelming 
majority of Americans, before it goes into effect. 

8. Systematically shut down numerous unneeded, costly, and counter-
productive government departments and agencies—such as Agriculture, 
Education, and Energy to name but three of many. 

The agriculture department was founded to help struggling individual 
farmers during the Great Depression. Now almost all farm subsidies go 
to giant agricultural corporations who do not warrant federal assistance. 

Similarly, why is the federal government allowed to spend a fortune 
to manipulate the curriculum and education of our children? Could the 
massive campaign contributions from the teachers unions (in particu-
lar, the National Education Association and the American Federation 
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of Teachers) be a factor? We must terminate the squandering of educa-
tional funds in the pursuit of political goals. 

The Department of Energy was formed in 1977 to reduce our depen-
dence upon foreign oil. Instead it and the Environmental Protection 
Agency have served as a roadblock to domestic oil production and refin-
ing. The Department of Energy’s annual budget is $24 billion and cur-
rently we are spending upwards of $700 billion per year importing oil. 
Let’s revert to exporting oil and importing dollars. The list of good-
intentioned agencies which have generated massive waste and/or have 
proven counterproductive goes on and on.

9. Repeal the Pension Benefits Insurance Corporation (PBIC). It is an 
underfunded slight of hand to put the public on the hook for unsustain-
able union pensions. As of this writing, Congress is attempting to dump 
the first $165 billion onto us tax payers.

10. Repeal the minimum wage law. It is impossible for our youth to 
climb the ladder of success if the bottom rung is out of reach. Our mil-
lions of unemployed school dropouts are not worth $7.25 per hour and 
will remain unemployed burdens upon society. Give them the opportu-
nity to gain employment and then climb out of the hole by proving their 
worth. That is the system that built this nation. The minimum wage is a 
barrier that crushes self-respect and each year dooms hundreds of thou-
sands to lives of poverty. Unemployment also encourages crime. 

If my proposals strike you as extreme, may I request that you ponder 
the following truths enumerated for posterity by Abraham Lincoln:

You cannot help the poor by destroying the rich.
You cannot strengthen the weak by weakening the strong.
You cannot bring about prosperity by discouraging thrift.

You cannot further the brotherhood of man by inciting class hatred.
You cannot build character and courage by taking away 

people’s initiative and independence.
You cannot help people permanently by doing for them, what they 

could and should do for themselves.



You’ve read the Epilogue 

Now read the book

Was World War III narrowly averted during the summer of 1961? Each 
event in The Unsung Patriots could have occurred as presented; 
the technology and history are accurate. But, it is as much a love story—
a tale of human emotions, character, and vulnerabilities—as it is a foray 
through the murky world of international intrigue. It also reveals the 
genesis of the threats we may soon face.

The deployment of our first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), the 
Atlas E, was announced with great fanfare in 1961. There was (and still is) 
no stopping a warhead reentering from space. Peace was ours at last.

Then on June 5, 1961 the Air Force quietly launched the Chrome 
Dome/Giant Wheel mission and for seven years hydrogen bomb–armed 
B-52 bombers continuously patrolled Russia’s Turkish, Arctic, and 
Pacific borders. The expense was enormous, and those aircraft and their 
aerial-refuelers were needed in the Vietnam conflict.

But on April 30, 1960, Francis Gary Powers’ ultra-high-flying U-2 spy 
plane had been shot down over Russia and a second U-2 was downed over 
Cuba on October 27, 1962. Had our B-52s entered Russian airspace, few 
if any, would have returned! So why, now that we possessed invincible 
ICBMs, had we initiated what would have been a suicide mission?

The author knows. At the time he was a missile engineer in charge of 
an Advanced Design group at Douglas Aircraft. But to learn the answer 
to this enigma, you must read the book.

Autographed copies of The Unsung Patriots may be purchased 
directly from the author; a mail order form and pricing appear on the next 
page. You may also order online at www.theunsungpatriots.com. Just 
click on BUY THE BOOK, complete the order form, and pay via PayPal. 
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